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Background

The right to individualized educational programming for students with disabilities is legally guaranteed by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act, commonly referred to as IDEA.  Under IDEA, every child with a disability is entitled to a “free appropriate public education” in the least restrictive environment.  This includes special education and related services that make it possible for every child to make meaningful educational progress. IDEA requires specific timelines and deadlines for parents and school district personnel involved in the provision of a student’s special education, as well as strict procedural rules that must be followed. Additionally, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 entitles children with disabilities to educational programs, services, and accommodations and applies to a broader range of students than IDEA. 

Given the complexities associated with navigating the special education system, many families seek the assistance of an advocate to help them develop and implement an Individualized Education Program (IEP) and to understand their children’s rights under IDEA. Currently, there are no educational requirements for an individual to serve as an advocate, nor are there federal or state guidelines to inform the practice of “special education advocacy.”
Certificate Program

In an effort to address the needs of families and professionals alike, the COMPASS Family Center at USD has developed a Proficiency Certificate Program in Special Education Advocacy.
Philosophy

This training is designed not only to help parents and professionals better understand special education law and its application, but to help future advocates develop the skills to effectively facilitate the IEP process, reduce barriers between parents and schools to promote good communication and effective negotiation, and to act ethically and responsibly for the benefit of the child with special needs. 

Goals

Participants in this program will receive brief, solution-focused, functional training in the growing field of Special Education Advocacy. The program has been developed to: 

· Provide an overview of the impact of disability on the family and special education law;

· Provide the knowledge necessary to advocate on behalf of students with disabilities;

· Prepare participants to become effective and collaborative advocates; and

· Enhance participants’ skills, knowledge and marketability in the field of special education advocacy.
Target Audience

A wide range of individuals may benefit from taking these courses.  The curriculum has been developed to be appropriate both for parents and professionals.  The target audience includes:

· Parents, caretakers, grandparents and extended family of children (birth-22 years) with special needs;

· Professionals involved in the special education process including school administrators, teachers and advocates as well as related-service providers such as occupational, physical and speech therapists;

· Graduate students interested in working in the special needs field and college and university professors teaching in the field; and

· Community agencies providing services to individuals with special needs and their families.
Required Certificate Courses
In order to receive a Certificate of Completion for the Special Education Advocacy Program from the University of San Diego, participants are required to successfully complete the following requirements:

1. Core Curriculum: Special Education Advocacy and the Law
a. Consists of a 16-hour course offered in weekly two-hour sessions, taken consecutively for eight weeks.
2. Assessment
a. Consists of one five-hour course. 
3. Understanding Transitions
a. Consists of one four-hour and one six-hour course.

i. Early Intervention (Part C to Part B) (four hours)
ii. Secondary (young adult) Transition (six hours)

4. Experiential Learning
a. Consists of nine hours of experiential learning activities under the supervision of an attorney experienced in special education law and an experienced special education advocate.
Non-Certificate Enrollment
Currently these courses are only offered as part of the full certificate program.  These courses may not be taken independently.
Program Requirements

And Other Information

Grading and Tests
Students must successfully complete each course to receive the Certificate.  Successful completion is determined based on attendance and passing of a multiple choice, take-home midterm and final.  The tests are open-book and students will have one week to complete the tests.
Attendance

Attendance for all classes is mandatory in order to receive the Certificate.  If you are unable to attend, please contact the Teacher’s Assistant (TA) at seac@sandiego.edu and s/he will work with you to make up the required course.  There will be a sign-in sheet at each class and you must sign in each class that you attend.  The TA will verify your attendance at each class.
Course Materials

You will receive a three-ring binder the first night of class with all handouts for the entire program.  Please bring that binder with you to every class as it will have all the information for each class.

Course Textbook

Participants should purchase the textbook, Wrightslaw: Special Education Law, 2nd Edition by Peter W. D. Wright & Pamela Darr Wright.  Students may purchase the textbook online either from the Wrightslaw website at http://www.wrightslaw.com/store/, from Amazon.com or another online vendor.
Extension Credit
Three units of extension credit are offered for the Certificate Program.  For questions regarding credit for particular licensures, please contact the Division of Continuing Education at (619) 260-4585.
Graduate Credit

Courses may qualify for graduate degree credit from your university.  You must inquire within your department at your university (including USD) to determine if the program qualifies for degree credit.  This should be done prior to enrollment. The Division of Continuing Education at USD may be contacted for additional information at (619) 260-4585.

Cost
The total cost of the Certificate is $775 and must be paid by the enrollment deadline.  USD does not offer scholarships or financial assistance for its Continuing Education courses.
REQUIRED COURSES

CORE CURRICULUM:

Eight consecutive two-hour weekly classes

Impact of disability on the family 
Faculty: Moisés Barón, Ph.D.
1. Definition of disability

2. Epidemiological data

3. Family Adaptation to Child Disability

4. Family Needs Assessment and Identification Model (NIIM()

The role of an advocate
Faculty: Erin Kenney, Ph.D., MPH 


1. Scope of practice

2. Advocacy philosophy

3. Advocacy code of ethics

4. Mediation skills

5. Facilitation of parent-professional relationships

6. Empowerment and Self-advocacy

7. Understanding Individualized Education Programs (IEPs)

Education Law and Disability (Part 1)

Faculty: Margaret Dalton, Esq.


1. Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
a. Definitions: Special Education, Related Services, Disability

b. Key Concepts: FAPE, LRE
2. Assessments and Referrals

a. District Evaluations/Assessments

i. Assessment for IDEA eligibility

ii. Consent requirements

iii. Timelines

iv. Conducting the evaluation/assessment

b. Independent Educational Evaluation

i. Definition & requirements

ii. District’s duty

iii. Criteria for evaluator and process

c. Private Assessments

i. Comparison with IEE

ii. District’s duty

Education Law and Disability (Part 2)
Faculty: Margaret Dalton, Esq.


1. Individualized Education Program (IEP)
a. Timelines and Rules
b. IEP Meeting

c. IEP Continuum of Placements
d. IEP Related Services & Special Factors
Education Law and Disability (Part 3)
Faculty: Margaret Dalton, Esq.
   
1. Overview of U.S. Supreme Court IDEA decisions
2. Comparison of Section 504 with IDEA (IEP) in the school setting 
3. Basics of 504 Plans
a. Procedures
b. FAPE Requirement
c. Standard
Education Law and Disability (Part 4)
Faculty: Margaret Dalton, Esq.
 
1. Manifest Determination IEP

a. Requirements

b. Honig injunction

c. Stay Put
2. Behavior Issues under IDEA 

Dispute Resolution
Faculty: Margaret Dalton, Esq.


1. Compliance Complaints

2. Due Process Hearings
a. Filing Requirements

b. Resolution Session

c. Mediation

d. Hearing Process

e. Settlement Agreements

f. Office of Administrative Hearings
Procedural safeguards 
Faculty: Cara Lucier, Esq.


1. Introduction to Procedural Safeguards under the IDEA

2. Overview of Parent Rights in the IEP Process

3. Important timelines

4. Assessments

5. IEP team meetings

6. Placements

7. Prior Written Notice

8. Educational Records

9. Overview of Procedural Safeguards relating to Suspension and Expulsion

ASSESSMENT AND UNDERSTANDING TRANSITIONS CLASSES
Assessment
One, five-hour Saturday class; Faculty: Mary Baker-Ericzén, Ph.D.
1. Introduction to Assessment  
a. Assessment role in the development of the Individualized Education Program

2. Areas of assessment

3. Commonly used instruments and tests

4. From results to recommendations

5. Integration of data

Early Intervention (Part C to Part B) 
One, four-hour Saturday class; Faculty: Cara Lucier, Esq.
1. Introduction to Advocacy for Early Intervention through Preschoolers

2. Early Intervention Services (0-3 year olds) 

3. Transition Process (2.6-3 year olds)

4. The Initial IEP

5. Services for Preschoolers

6. Regional Center Services for 3-5 year olds

7. Transition to Kindergarten

8. Effective Advocacy and Dispute Resolution Techniques for Early Intervention

Secondary Transition
One, six-hour Saturday class; Faculty: Summer Stech, Esq.
1. Introduction to Secondary Transition

2. IDEA Requirements in Secondary Transition

3. Preparing Students for Employment 

4. Preparing Students for Postsecondary Education

5. Preparing Students for Independent Living 

6. Self-Determination & Transition

7. Interagency Collaboration

Experiential Learning
Three classes for a total of nine hours

Faculty: Margaret Dalton, Esq. and Erin Kenney, Ph.D., MPH.
Professionals seeking to obtain a Special Education Advocacy certificate of completion will participate in nine hours of experiential learning and training as follows:

1. Complete an intake and consultation

2. Complete an IEP and Assessment checklist from sample materials
3. Participate in a mock IEP meeting
Program Faculty
The Special Education Advocacy Certificate Program is taught by experienced special education attorneys from USD’s School of Law and the community, as well as adjunct faculty at USD’s School of Leadership and Education Sciences. 
Moisés Barón, Ph.D.

Moisés Barón, Ph.D. is a licensed clinical psychologist.  He is the Assistant Vice President for Student Wellness at the University of San Diego and founder of the COMPASS Family Center.  He is also Adjunct Faculty in the Marriage and Family Therapy Program at the School of Leadership and Education Sciences.

Previously, Dr. Barón served as Director of the Counseling Center at USD and was Director of Psychological Services at Vista Hill Hospital.  He served the needs of children and adults with special needs and their families as a clinical psychologist in private practice and as clinical supervisor at several clinics settings in San Diego including The Center for Counseling at Catholic Charities and Southwood Hospital.  Dr. Barón has taught graduate level classes and numerous professional trainings on the needs of families of children with special needs and best practices to serve them.  He is the developer of the Needs Identification and Intervention Model (NIIM©), the assessment process utilized by COMPASS to help families identify their needs and develop comprehensive Family Action Plans.
Margaret A. Dalton, Esq.

Margaret A. Dalton is the Administrative Director of the University of San Diego (USD) Legal Clinics and the Supervising Attorney for the Education and Disability Clinic at the law school.  She is an adjunct professor in USD’s School of Law as well as the School of Leadership and Education Sciences, and is affiliated faculty with the USD Center for Education Policy and Law.

Dalton received the STAR Award from COMPASS Family Center in 2010. She was a co-recipient of the 2009 Witkin Award for Excellence in the Teaching of Law and was named Attorney of the Year by the San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program in 2007.  She was a founding member of the COMPASS Family Center and a Local Dollars for Scholars chapter.  She has been honored five times with a Wiley W. Manuel Award for Pro Bono Legal Services (Special Education) from the State Bar of California. 
Publications include “Education Rights and the Special Needs Child” for Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Clinics, 2002 and “Today’s Teenagers: A Special Report” for the Encyclopedia Americana, 2000 Yearbook.  She has been quoted on children’s issues in U. S. News & World Report, Los Angeles Daily Journal, National Public Radio, and numerous other media.

Dalton has a Bachelor of Arts degree, magna cum laude, from Immaculate Heart College and received her J.D. at USD School of Law. She is a member of the California State Bar and admitted to practice in the southern district of the United States District Court.

Mary Baker-Ericzén, Ph.D.

Dr. Mary Baker-Ericzén is a licensed clinical psychologist who specializes in child and adolescent mental health and developmental disabilities. She received her Master’s in counseling and her Doctorate in clinical, school and counseling psychology from the University of California, Santa Barbara. She completed her internship and post-doctoral work at the University of California, San Diego and Rady Children’s Hospital. Currently, she is a research scientist at the Child and Adolescent Services Research Center (CASRC) at Rady's Children Hospital in San Diego and principal investigator of NIMH funded research and foundation grants.  She is also an adjunct faculty at the University of San Diego in the Marriage and Family Therapy (MFT) Program as well as clinical faculty at the University of California, San Diego Department of Psychiatry. Additionally, she is the Director and Supervisor of Clinical Services and Evaluation for the COMPASS Family Center. 

For the past 15 years she has provided psychological assessment and treatment for children, adolescents and young adults specializing in autism spectrum disorders, behavior disorders, cognitive disabilities, anxiety and depression. She has published over 30 articles and chapters and served as an editorial reviewer for various journals in the areas of autism spectrum disorders, developmental disabilities, child mental health conditions and services, maternal depression and co-occurring mental health and developmental disability conditions. 

She has also held leadership positions on community committees such as the Health & Human Services Agencies, Children’s Mental Health Super Outcomes Committee; the Children’s Mental Health Services System of Care Committee and Executive Committee; the Advisory Committee for Partnership for Women’s Health; the California Institute of Mental Health Large County Evaluation Committee, Council of Investigators; and the Autism Services Committee.  She has participated in the development and evaluation of multiple community collaborative programs and evaluation projects and has won various awards including the NCQA honors of Quality Profiles, Leadership Series: Focus on Depression Award and the Partners Par Excellence Award, Kids Included Together.
Erin Kenney, Ph.D., MPH

Erin Kenney is Advocacy Services Coordinator and Special Education Advocate for the COMPASS Family Center.  Dr. Kenney trains and supervises the advocacy interns and provides advocacy services to families.  Erin is a graduate of the USD Special Education Advocacy Certificate program and participated in the COMPASS internship program.   In addition she has served as a research consultant to San Diego Unified School District since 2003, helping them implement and evaluate innovative special education programs.  

Kenney is the parent of 21 year old twins, one of whom was diagnosed on the autism spectrum in 1992.  From a practical perspective, this has meant navigating the special education system from the infant program all the way through elementary and secondary school as well as transitioning out of high school and into the university Disabled Student Services Program.   Kenney received her B.S. and MPH from San Diego State University School of Public Health and her Ph.D. in Health Services from the UCLA School of Public Health.  Prior to her work with the COMPASS Family Center, Dr. Kenney has had multiple positions as a consultant, service provider and researcher in public health, university, educational and community settings (including Kaiser, SDSU, UCLA, UCSD, SD County Office of Education, Kids Included Together, and Autism Research Institute).  

Cara Lucier, Esq.

Cara Lucier is an attorney specializing in education law. She received a B.A. degree from Oberlin College and a J.D. from the University of San Diego School of Law.  Lucier represented school districts throughout California in the areas of special education, charter schools, and litigation.  She also represented school districts at IEP team meetings, mediations, due process hearings, and in federal and state courts.  When her son was diagnosed with Autism, Lucier went through the IEP process as a parent.  She then joined the COMPASS Family Center as a Staff Attorney and developed the Transition Support Program.  
Currently a volunteer attorney for COMPASS, Lucier provides legal consultations and advocacy services to parents of children from birth to five years old.  She also teaches legal seminars for parents and professionals about the transition process when a child turns three years old.  Lucier also maintains her own law practice and represents families of children with all disabilities and of all ages, with an emphasis in Autism and Early Intervention Services (ages 0-5).

Summer Stech, Esq.

Summer Stech is an attorney with a focus in education and disability rights. She recently joined TACA (Talk About Curing Autism) in the position of Legal Advocacy Services Coordinator.  She is a former Program Specialist for CUSD in the Pupil Personnel Services department.  Prior to that position, Stech was an Equal Justice Works fellow with the Legal Aid Society of San Diego, Inc. (sponsored by Latham & Watkins LLP), where in 2006 she developed the Children & Youth Advocacy Project (CYAP). Through that project, Stech worked primarily with indigent transition-age youth with disabilities as they transitioned from school to adulthood.
 

Prior to her work with CYAP, Stech worked as a special education teacher with the San Diego Unified School District (specializing in full inclusion and secondary transition) as well as a Supervisor for ACES.  Stech has also held positions as a law clerk for Protection & Advocacy Inc. in San Diego, Disability Rights Advocates in Oakland, the Special Education Clinic at USD, and the Children's Advocacy Institute at USD.  Additionally, in May 2006, Stech was awarded the James A. D'Angelo Outstanding Child Advocate Award.  She received her B.S. in Special Education for students with moderate to severe disabilities from Boston University in 2000 and her Juris Doctor from USD in 2006.  Stech holds a teaching certification in the state of Massachusetts and a teaching credential in the state of California. 
 
9

